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Mere weeks ago, a proposal was made by

Governor Manchin in his State of the State address
that would relocate the Engineering department to
Dow Technology Park. Since then, rumors have
flown, moods have shifted, and nobody still knows
anything.

The initial feeling was that Engineering was
going to move. Now, it seems that it isn’t. Nothing
could be decided upon until legislation was made,
and as of this printing, none has been made. I’ve
been told the Governor can still add legislation
through early next week, but the period for
introducing legislation by legislators will soon pass.

Last Tuesday (February 7) a rally was held on
the steps of the Capital by Take Back Tech, an
interest group interested in “making Tech the way
it used to be.” I went, mainly because I like to visit
the state Capital, but just mere curiosity was a
factor. Three buses were taken, one was mainly
empty, the other held various town folk, and then
the other bus held high school students. High school
students who didn’t give a damn. When I saw all
these high schoolers arrive, I just lost all respect
for Take Back Tech. Why did they bring these kids
who didn’t care? They just wanted to get out of
school for a day, and get their picture taken with
the Governor. (And before someone brings up the
issue “How do you know those kids didn’t care?”
If you want to be taken seriously at the Capital,
you need to ACT, and to a lesser extent, LOOK the
part. Sloppy jeans and sweat suits aren’t exactly
Capital dress. I also couldn’t hear the few speakers
over their chatter.)

I did notice the relative lack of Tech students at
this rally. The few who told me they were going
“overslept” that morning. The only two students
whom I recognized were John Segsworth and
Charlie Kim (SGA President and Vice President,
respectively). I’m assuming they were there to
represent the student body, and the small bit I did
hear over “Ohmigod, Cindy is dating Craig!” was
in support of the $14 million that is currently
allocated for dorm repair/building and other
miscellaneous upgrades. Governor Manchin did
arrive for short period of time towards the end of

Take-Back-Tech visits the big city:

As Much Fun As a Root Canal

the rally, and accepted the 7,000 signatures from
the Take Back Tech folks, shook a few hands, posed
for a few pictures, and then exited stage left. As it
was cold, I, and the other bus riders, got back on
board to warm up. I slept the way back.

I’m still disgusted that TBT brought those high
schoolers. For some reason, I can’t get over it. Then
I figured out that they were worried about the
town’s economy, not so much the actual student
body. The student body is worried about losing
friends to another town, accreditations, or
themselves moving to basically another school. The
town folk are worried that they’ll lose cash from
the student body. Honestly, I don’t think students
spend that much money in Montgomery. There are
a myriad of reasons, such as time, cost, etc.
McDonald’s, while only slightly cheaper than
Gino’s, is a lot quicker. My main problem with
several of the businesses in town that are scared of
losing business are the ones that have treated me
shoddily when I’ve come in. One restaurant has
always been downright hostile to me whenever I
went in. However, there are also businesses that

have exceptional service, such as CVS and D&J’s.
I try to patronize these places as often as I can,
which isn’t too often.

Going back to the interrogatory “why can’t Tech
go back to the way it was,” what is there to offer
people in Montgomery? Two pizza places, a
Chinese restaurant, three dollar stores, a drugstore,
and not much else. As someone who stays here on
the weekends, let me tell you just how exciting that
is. I spend my weekends sleeping. Montgomery,
you want students to “come back,” give us
something to come back for! Maybe a second-run
theatre, a nightclub, just… something. I have no
doubt these suggestions have been made before,
but for some reason, people in Montgomery seems
to like the town the way it is, afraid that new
businesses will drive the old ones out.

Marshall U. just declared it’s starting a four-year
engineering degree. There’s no secret that its going
to be hard to compete with Marshall. Montgomery
just doesn’t have that much to offer prospective
students. I think, with work, it could flourish, but
the question is, will Montgomery go along?
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SPRING 2006
Intramural

Sports
Women’s Flag Football

Kickball • Softball
Deadline March 11

th

Entries sheets can be downloaded from the WVU
Tech Intramural Sports web site, emailed to you, or

physically picked up at Room 209 (Intramural Office)
Rules to be distributed and discussed at Captains

meetings.

Questions? Intramural Sports Office:
Call 442-3859 or

amanda.fowler@mail.wvu.edu
Neal D. Baisi Athletic Center, Room 209

www.wvutech.edu/
intramurals

Tech Bookstore News
Bestsellers now at Tech Bookstore

The Tech Bookstore offers the top selling books in college bookstores at a 30% discount
to all customers.

FICTION
1. Cell ............................................................................ Stephen King
2. Da Vinci Code .............................................................. Dan Brown
3. Memories of My Melancholy Whores .................. Gabriel Marquez
4. Last Templar ........................................................Raymond Khoury
5. On Beauty ................................................................... Zadie Smith
6. Arthur and George .................................................... Julian Barnes
7. Everyone Worth Knowing ................................. Lauren Weisberger
8. Good Life ................................................................. Jay McInerney
9. Son of a Witch ..................................................... Gregory Maguire
10. Chronicles of Narnia .................................................... C.S. Lewis

NON-FICTION
1. Marley and Me ........................................................... John Grogan
2. Freakonomics ............................................................. Steven Levitt
3. World is Flat ....................................................... Thomas Friedman
4. Cosmo Kama Sutra ................................................... Cosmopolitan
5. Blink: Power of Thinking without Thinking ........ Malcolm Gladwell
6. Year of Magical Thinking ............................................. Joan Didion
7. Post Secret: Extraordinary Confessions from Ordinary Living

Frank Warren
8. American Vertigo ............................................. Bernard-Henri Levy
9. Self-Made Man ........................................................ Norah Vincent
10. Confessions of a Video Vixen ............................... Karrine Steffans

Time to buy textbooks is running out
Bombed that first exam? Sharing a book with your friend is getting complicated? Maybe

it’s time to buy a textbook for your class. The Tech Bookstore staff welcomes you to the
Bookstore to help you with your textbook needs. But time is running out.

The Bookstore’s textbook department will be returning overstock textbooks right after
mid-terms (around Spring Break). The Bookstore will soon be starting the textbook process
for summer and fall courses. Returning Spring course books is part of that process.

Therefore, if you’ve been putting off your textbook purchase, be aware that textbooks are
being returned after mid-term exams.

As always, if you need a textbook the Bookstore does not have, you can pre-pay for it and
they will special order it just for you.

It is also entirely likely that you will have better success on your exams if you have (and
use) the textbooks.

Good luck on your classes.

Important info for 2006 Graduates
Graduating Seniors - wondering about your cap & gown for May commencement? No

need to worry. The Tech Bookstore is planning a Graduation Fair to be held April 5 - 7 (Wed-
Fri). Graduating seniors can purchase their cap and gown, souvenirs, announcements, and
register to win a prize. Refreshments will be served. The cap, gown, and tassel unit is $28.98
plus tax. You do not need to order them - we will have plenty in stock ready for you to
purchase.

Save the date. Reminders will be posted in a later edition of the Collegian. It’s also posted
on the Bookstore’s web site at www.wvutech.bkstore.com

Congratulations Class of 2006.

Graduating students can still apply for graduation this year.
Although the official deadline was February 3, 2006, we are still able to accommodate

late applicants.
The “application for graduation” cards are in the Registrar’s office in 210 Old Main. The

student takes the card to the Cashier’s office, pays the $30 fee, and returns the stamped card
to the Registrar. The order for May diplomas will be placed on Friday, February 24, 2006, so
please apply before that date.

Planning to graduate this year?
Don’t forget to apply.

mailto:amanda.fowler@mail.wvu.edu
http://www.wvutech.edu/intramurals
http://www.wvutech.edu/intramurals
http://www.wvutech.bkstore.com
mailto:CollegianWV@hotmail.com
http://www.wvutech.edu/collegian
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Proposed Legislative Request for WVU TechCTC President

Jo Harris

From the desk of:

The Status of the Tech Proposal

DRAFT
It is important to note that this proposal is just that, a proposal. The legislative process is

very fluid and this draft is serving as a starting point and does not reflect all viewpoints or
address all possible issues that may arise as the legislative process continues. This is posted
so the current thinking on this important issue can be seen. This draft was created using the
extensive feedback received from a number of constituent groups. As further clarity becomes
available it will be reflected on the web site.

The Proposed Legislative Request for WVU Tech
The proposed gift by Dow of the Research Park in South Charleston opens up tremendous

opportunities for the State and region. Investing in WVU Tech will position it to be a
valued participant in the educational component at the Research Park and accelerate
the ability of the Park to achieve the plan envisioned for it by the State. Growth of the
Leonard C. Nelson College of Engineering, by association with aspects of the research efforts
at the Park provides the opportunity for it and the Montgomery campus to grow and flourish.
The following summarizes the vision for the campus:

Supplemental appropriations totaling $14 million will be requested for residence halls,
new program development, and renovation of engineering classrooms and laboratories.

Residence Hall Funding $10 million
• Option 1: Renovate two existing halls and improve dining facilities
• Option 2: Use $5 million of public funds in a public-private partnership that will result in

the construction of a $10-$14 million residence hall thereby reducing student housing
costs. The remaining $5 million will be used for improvements to other halls, dining, and/
or Engineering facilities.

Program Development Funding $3 million
• Mining Engineering Technology/Diesel Technology
• Teacher preparation programs and the creation of a Math/Science Institute that will work

with statewide initiatives such as the West Virginia Teachers’ Corps
• Sports management, sociology or psychology, graphic arts
• Reinstatement of mining engineering technology options will occur to address workforce

demands of the coal industry.
• Other programs as identified to meet regional employment needs

Renovation Costs/Engineering Laboratories $1 million
• WVU Tech and The CTC@WVU Tech annual budgets to be maintained at no less than

current fiscal year level
• The Montgomery campus will continue to offer all of its current degree programs, including

engineering, as well as its customized non-credit offerings.
• The West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education will govern

the two-year programs; the Higher Education Policy Commission will govern the four-
year programs.

• The Montgomery campus will maintain athletics and residential facilities.
• Resources will be used to enhance the community and campus environment with increased

emphasis on drama, music, art, personal enrichment courses, and community education
programming in areas such as Elderhostel and tourism.

As faculty, staff, and students begin to imagine the possibilities of the proposal—the effect
of the research park on the economy of the Kanawha Valley region, the interface of engineering
faculty and students with world-class researchers, and the additional resources on the
Montgomery campus to areas with growth potential—the vision is clear. This proposal brings
together the assets of higher education and industry, addresses existing challenges, and
provides exciting solutions for the region.

The Governor’s office has indicated that the Governor can still introduce
legislation next week.  The deadline to introduce bills in the Senate is Monday,
February 20th. The deadline to introduce bills in the Legislature is Friday,
February 24th.

You can call the Governor’s office (558-2000) and leave messages for
Governor Manchin and Jim Pitrolo to “please support the $14 million request
for West Virginia Tech”. Mr. Pitrolo is the Governor’s Legislative Director.

How you can help Tech:

Since January 11 and the Governor’s State
of the State address, the campus and
community has been discussing the proposal
to “Tech” proposal. As of this writing
(Sunday evening) no legislation has yet been
introduced. It is likely, however, that we will
see some bill within the next week.

I hope that you have been participating in
one of the workgroups or attending forums
regarding this proposal. In multiple settings,
individuals have expressed their concerns and
have made recommendations. Some of these
suggestions have been incorporated into
position papers. Resolutions have been
passed by City Councils, Tech and the CTC
@ Tech Faculty Assembly membership, and
others—all with different views on what
would be best for our institution and state.

All individuals seem to agree on one
item—that Tech has been not been funded as
an institute of technology for more than a
decade! This occurred due to policy changes
within the higher education system and
decreased state revenues that resulted in
budget cuts to all institutions. Everyone
agrees that an infusion of $10 million to $14
million is needed next year to develop new
programs and upgrade residential facilities.

Agreement cannot seem to be reached
upon governance, however. Some individuals
believe that Tech should become
“independent” again—break away from

WVU. What would this cost? Did you see
last week’s Collegian and the services that
are now integrated with WVU—and the
number of students enrolled in the four WVU
programs on this campus? Others think that
Tech should become a division of WVU.
What does that mean? It means that Tech
would operate in a manner similar to Potomac
State College, which became a division of
WVU last year. That campus is lead by a
campus provost, has athletics, has more fully
integrated services at WVU, and has the
ability to use WVU’s bond ratings for
building construction. Is this advantageous?
Others think that Tech should remain a
regional campus, keep engineering, and
develop some new programs with the
infusion of new one-time money. Will that
solve the problems outlined in the original
proposal?

By the end of the legislative session, we
may see bills introduced to recommend one
or all of these options. It is important that as
the session progresses you remain informed
by attending forums or workgroups, and that
you let legislators and the administration
know your opinions. Don’t, however, let the
controversy consume all of your time. It is
important to balance this with the studying
required for your courses! Let your opinion
be known, but let your continued academic
progress be your top priority!

An open forum for faculty, staff, students,
and the community will be held regularly

(two sessions each day: 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm)
to provide updates on constituent workgroup

recommendations and legislation.
Dates:

February 16
March 2
March 9

You are encouraged to attend.

Open Forums in
Davis Auditorium
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How to get prosecuted
for hate crimes:

Although displayed in the front yard of Tech students, this was placed by
a local citizen who is active in the “Take Back Tech” movement. It sure is
nice to know that visitors to Montgomery can see just how sophisticated
the local reseidents can be. This certainly should impress the legislators
from the area.

A couple weeks ago, Heath Ledger was criticized for stating that until
recently, lynchings occurred in West Virginia. The Charleston Gazette
pointed out that the last lynching in the state was in 1931, and many
other states have had them since then.

By the way, every week six Amtrak trains pass about 40 feet from this
spot. Apparently, mooning trains from nearby windows wasn’t enough.

Scenic Montgomery

This car has been sitting on Fayette Pike for several months. The owner is the first to bitch about problems in
the neighborhood, especially if Tech students are involved. And we’re supposed to take pride in displays like
this?

Tell us your favorite scenic spot in the area, and we’ll try
to include it in future issues.

Please send your photos
to us at:

CollegianWV@
hotmail.com.

Let us know if you want
a photo credit.
If you send digital

photos, send the high-res
version, or it can’t be

printed.

Every time you ignore the Collegian,
they kill another kitten.

Please, think of the kitties!

mailto:CollegianWV@hotmail.com
mailto:CollegianWV@hotmail.com
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Vocalist Jane Monheit to perform at the Clay Center

Sometimes, being part of a big University is a good thing. Many students, faculty, and staff have
asked if they can get a discounted copy of Microsoft Office or Windows XP Pro for personal use. The
answer is yes. Follow these easy steps:

1. Go to http://oit.wvu.edu/support/slic/MS_Campus.html and follow the instructions.
2. The cost of each CD Pak is $30 per license.

3. Contact the WVU Help Desk if you have any questions at: (877) 327-9260.

Tutors Wanted
Tech s Student Success Center

is taking applications
for Student Tutoring Positions

in all academic areas.
All positions will pay for hours worked

at $7.00/hr.
(Financial Aid eligibility not required.)

To apply, visit the Student Success Center,
Room 328, Vining Library. 442-3853

or e-mail Mary.Lindsey@mail.wvu.edu

Visit the Student Success Center
328 Vining Library (442.3853)

or e-mail Mary.Lindsey@mail.wvu.edu
To Get the Help You Need!

Need A Tutor?
Tech’s Student Success Center

Is Providing Student Tutors
In All Academic Areas

Charleston, WV—The Clay Center, co-presenting with
Charleston Jazz Series, brings one of today’s most talented
voices, Jane Monheit, to Maier Foundation Performance
Hall on Friday, February 17, 2006 at 8 p.m.

Audiences are mesmerized by her smoky voice and
elegant style. Her sultry versions of classic American
standards, such as “Embraceable You” and “Honeysuckle
Rose,” from her recent CD, “Taking a Chance on Love,”
invite you to get lost in romance. Along with notables
Norah Jones and Madeleine Peyroux, Jane Monheit is
considered one of the best contemporary jazz vocalists.

Inspired by the great divas in jazz, such as Ella
Fitzgerald, Jane takes each timeless favorite and showers
it with a rare personal flair. There’s no denying the talent
and passion that comes across in each song. Her recent
CD reached the top of the jazz charts, and reviews give
exceptional praise. “…It might be safe to say that she IS
the most talented jazz vocalist of our time ...” — Plainview
(TX) Daily Herald (September 7, 2004)

“Charleston Jazz Series is noted for the quality jazz
that they present and we are honored to join them to
showcase this accomplished performer in our
community,” says Sue Sergi, president and CEO of the
Clay Center. “This definitely will be a performance full
of romance and fun.”

Enjoy a pre-performance buffet featuring gourmet
dishes and desserts for just $21.95 per person. Seating
for the buffet is limited, so reservations are suggested by
calling (304) 561-3570.

Reserved tickets for Jane Monheit start at $10. Call the
Clay Center Customer Care Center at (304) 561-3570 or
stop by or order online at www.theclaycenter.org for
performance tickets or for dinner reservations. Tickets
also are available for other performances during the
remaining 2005_2006 season. Please ask for details.

We now have by popular demand ski trip deals starting
and continuing every  Wednesday from Jan. 25, 2006
thru Feb. 22, 2006. If interested sign up with Judy Swartz
in the Tech Center Student Activities Office. Sponsored
by: Student Activities Board.

Back by popular demand. The Flying Cat Circus
performing in the Tech Center Ballroom Thursday, Feb.
16, 2006 @ 8:00 p.m. Sponsored by: Student Activities
Board.

Applications are now being accepted for positions with the WVU Tech Upward Bound
Summer Component, June 15 through July 29, 2006. One Summer Food Monitor posi-
tion will be open. Also for WVU Tech students, there will be openings for Residence Hall
Tutor/Mentors and Residence Hall Office Clerks. Applications will be available on March
1, 2006, and can be obtained from the Tech Center, Room 105. If you have any ques-
tions, please call 442-3196. Application deadline is March 31, 2006. Applications will not
be accepted after March 31, 2006.

Worried that your partner has been stepping out on you?
Be like “CSI” and do your own lab work.The new Tru-test
Home Evidence Collection Kit (www.trutestinc.com) is the
latest in a line of personal forensic tools for suspicious
spouses. For $79.95, the kit can help you perform
sophisticated tests on a partner’s dirty laundry, looking for
that one bit of incontrovertible evidence: spilled body fluids.

“There’s a lot of people accused of cheating who are not,
and this kit can prove that,” says David Vitalli, a private
investigator and the kit’s creator. “However, there’s a flip side
to that coin.”

Vitalli says he’s worked on thousands of infidelity cases
during the last 10 years as an investigator with an international
firm. While he’d prefer that spouses give each other the benefit
of the doubt, Vitalli knows that’s not always easy to do.

“If your husband calls you and says he’s going to be an
hour late, comes home at 3:30 in the morning saying his car
broke down and his pants aren’t dirty, you might want to test
him,” says Vitalli.

Infidelity is on the rise, and the rate is now 62% among
married couples, according to a recent university study. But
Tru-test is more “CSI” than “Desperate Housewives.” The
kit includes protein enzymes that turn purple in the presence
of secretions, with enough testing liquid for at least five
infidelity tests.

Every undie tells a story

Upcoming
SAB Activities

http://www.theclaycenter.org
http://oit.wvu.edu/support/slic/MS_Campus.html
mailto:Mary.Lindsey@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:Mary.Lindsey@mail.wvu.edu
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The current exhibition opened last week and will remain
open through March 10th. The work is comprised of ceramic
artists from all over the United Sates, some with international
and national recognition. The artists have designed ceramic
receptacles as a reference to ceramic filters in use for cleaning
water. This exhibition will be traveling around the U.S. and
end up in Louisville Kentucky in March of 2007 at the
National Council on Ceramics Arts conference.

The curator of the exhibition, Professor Richard Wukich,
a faculty at Slippery Rock University, Pennsylvania, will
lecture on the nature of the work. The lecture will take place
Thursday February 23, at 7:00 pm in the Conley Hall Theater
and is free to all. There will be discussion of the need for
potable water in under developed countries as well as those
who have had their water sources disrupted, including Iraq
and Afghanistan. Professor Wukich has made several trips to
these countries to assist in development of the ceramic filter
receptacles. Please come by and see the exhibition on the top
floor of Conley Hall, Pierce Art Gallery and put the lecture
on your calendar. The gallery is open from 10:00 am-5:00
pm, Mondays through Fridays, and by appointment.

Ceramic Filter Receptacle Exhibition
now at Pierce Art Gallery in Conley Hall

Exhibit

open

thru

March 10th



mailto:whitlow@mytech.wvutech.edu
http://myspace.com/misc/safetytips.html
http://myspace.com/misc/safetytips.html



