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From the desk of
President LaRoe

We have been working on addressing some
of the issues that he come up at SGA meetings
and elsewhere. I have asked Mike Neese,
Dean of Students, to address some campus
issues this week. His comments follow:

President LaRoe asked that I act as her
guest writer this week and address some
campus issues recently raised at a Student
Government Association meeting she
attended. At that meeting, concerns were
raised about spiders in the residence halls.
No one likes bugs and Residence Life
certainly takes this issue seriously. Each fall
every bug in West Virginia begins to look for
a warm place to spend the winter and
unfortunately the residence halls are one of
their destinations. Tech employs Standard
Exterminating to control pests on campus and
they have been in the halls three times in the
past four weeks and the invasion has been
stemmed. Custodial crews have also been
paying extra attention to spider webs and
trying their best to keep them knocked down.

Concern that doors were being propped
open in Ratliff Hall resulted in floor and hall
meetings to address the safety issues this
causes. Residents have been taking the matter
more seriously and far fewer doors are being
propped open. Resident Assistants and
recreation room work-study students are
being more diligent about dealing with
unescorted guests and the problem seems to
be diminishing greatly. Everyone in Ratliff
working together seems to be an effective
approach to solving this issue.

The President indicated that there was
some sense that the Greeks on campus were
feeling that they were not receiving the
support they felt was appropriate. As Dean
of Students I can assure the Greeks that TechÕs
administration feels they are a vital part of
the campus community and an asset to our
student body. Fraternities and sororities have
contributed countless hours of community
service to both the campus and the area. They
are among the most active student
organizations and play an important part in
the daily life of the campus. We will work
hard to assure that administrative support is
strong and positive.

Last but certainly not least is the issue
of Internet service to the residence halls.
This important matter has received a great
deal of attention, been the cause of much
student discontent, and has precipitated a
great deal of hard work and frustration for
the Computer Center staff. They realize
that this vital service is a key need for our
hall students. According to one official in
the Computer Center they are
experimenting in Hirise Hall with a new
Internet connection through Charter Cable
Company that seems to hold some promise
for a dramatic improvement in connection
speeds. The rooms that are currently being
served are receiving considerable attention
to increase bandwidth and service speeds.
Those rooms that have not yet been
connected will be set up as funds become
available.

Angela Willis
Hey everyone, itÕs back! The annual Blood

Drive will be back in the Tech Ballroom on
Thursday, October 30. The Tech Ballroom
will be full of donators, volunteers, students,
and the fine nurses of the American Red
Cross. Every semester here at Tech, the Blood
Drive is held. If you have the heart and
willingness to donate, come out and donate
some blood for this great cause. There are so
many people out in the world, which need
your blood and support in order to survive.
Please take some time out of your somewhat
busy schedules and donate.

The Blood Drive is sponsored by two

By Cantrell Miller
Career Services

In 1989, my body began talking to me.
First the tremors inherited from my DadÕs
side of the family, the ones I have been
fighting for years, became overwhelming;
Type 2 Diabetes was finally diagnosed in
2002; then Red Cell Aplasia was discovered
on April 13, 2003.

At first I thought all of the signs were
pointing to a heart catherization, just like the
one my younger brother had just experienced.
After all, I couldnÕt seem to muster enough
energy to push my lawnmower across our
gently sloping lot, climb stairs to my Old
Main 3rd floor office, or even walk across the
parking lot next to COBE.

On Palm Sunday, April 13, 2003, as I lay
in bed 3 at the CAMC Memorial Emergency
Room, I was fully expecting to be in heart
surgery designed for Òbig out of shape fat
guysÓ that very afternoon. However, what I
soon learned was certainly surprising.

The body transports oxygen from the lungs
to points within via red blood cells. The
typical hemoglobin count for Òbig out of
shape fat guysÓ like me should be somewhere
between 14 & 21. Mine was at 6.25. I donÕt
really know what this means except that I was
really tired and was immediately told to
expect blood transfusions.

¥ Thumbs Down to the invasion of the yellow
jackets that engulfed the football field on
Saturday. Students were continuously
attacked throughout the entire game.

¥ Thumbs Up to the ÒCereal ArtistÓ in Hirise
Cafeteria for the ÒTECKÓ spelling on the
glass window!

¥ Thumbs Up for the tree in front of Coed
being free of garbage this week.

¥ A big Thumbs Down to the CASTO
Technicians for changing filters in the a/c
units late. They were nasty.

¥ A gargantuan Thumbs Up to the Tech
Physical Plant for their endless work in
keeping our campus in beautiful shape.

¥ Thumbs Down to some administrators for
having total lack of control of the dorms
in any and all situations and willing to push
the problems off onto someone else.

¥ Thumbs Down to the people who felt the need
to advertise their new business in
Montgomery by sticking business cards in
the window frames of cars in TechÕs parking

The Blood Drive is Back Thursday
student organizations here at TechÑAlpha
Phi Omega, the community service co-ed
fraternity, and the Association of Student
Nurses.

Donating blood is the most precious gift
you can give someone. Your blood might
save someone from death. The Blood Drive
will be held from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM.
DonÕt forget to stock up on sugar before
you come in. In case you forget, the Tech
Ballroom will provide you with drinks and
snacks while you give your blood. Come
out and give the gift of life. You never
know, you might need the gift of life
yourself in the future.

Since April 13, I have received 25 units of
bloodÉ. all from the American Red Cross.
While we do pay for this service, the bottom
line is that had this blood not been available
when it was needed, my family would have
already received the life insurance check. We
are continuing to try new medications and
procedures to increase and stabilize my own
production of red blood cells, but I am at the
mercy of others who are willing to donate to
the American Red Cross. From what I hear,
it doesnÕt take much time at all to be a donor,
but I do know that as a recipient, it takes
approximately 1 _ hours for a unit of your
blood to enter my body. The blood that gives
me the ability to push my lawn mower, climb
stairs in Old Main, and walk across the COBE
parking lot.

Yes, I have called and thanked those who
work and volunteer at the Red Cross Centers
in Charleston. When I saw posters across
campus announcing the upcoming campus
Blood Drive scheduled for Thursday, October
30, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Tech Center
Ballroom, I couldnÕt help sharing my story
and encouraging everyone at WVU Tech to
participate.

I will be happy to answer any question you
might have. Call me at (304) 442-3185 or
email me at cmiller@wvutech.edu at your
convenience.

In Support of the American Red Cross

lots. We wonÕt say who they are, but you
can find their cards all over the lots if you
really want to know. And for the owner of
the business, sticking crap on cars and
creating more litter doesnÕt seem like a good
way to become the next mayor.

¥ Thumbs Down to the taking away of around
8 spaces next to Engineering. Parking is a
nightmare. We need MORE spaces, not
less.

¥ Thumbs Down to the ignorant night callers
lurking Ratliff. Get a life, please!

¥ Thumbs Down to the dumba$$es, who set
things on fire in HiRise and Coed on
Wednesday night.

¥ Thumbs Down for the lone Fruitloop
shriveled up in the cafeteria since school
started.

¥ Thumbs Up for the Poo Bandit not striking
this week. We may all breathe a sigh of
relief.

¥ Thumbs Down to students who continue to
Continued on page 4

Thumbs Up &
Thumbs Down
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The Bank
Bar & Grill

400 3rd Avenue Montgomery
442-4000

Daily Specials:
Monday-Friday: Lunch Specials $500

Monday-Friday: Happy Hour 4-7 PM
Monday: Monday Night Football

30 cent wings during game
Tuesday: Ladies Night 8-11 PM

Wednesday: Tech Night $125 Draft 8-11 PM
Thursday: Bucket Night 8-11 PM

Friday: Import Night 8-11 PM
Saturday: Football Specials with valid Tech ID

Halloween Night:
Blood Lite Nite

9 - Closing
Lu Shepherd DJ/
Karaoke/Dance

November 1st - Lu
Shepherd returns!
Look for upcoming

events - Karaoke, DJs,
and Live Bands!

Must be 21 years or older after 10 PM
Visit us at 400 Third Avenue in Montgomery

or call for Take Out 442-4000

The WVU Tech menÕs basketball program will conduct a
free ÒSkills for Kids ClinicÓ on Saturday, November 8, 2003.
Registration begins at 8:30 AM, with the clinic running from
9:00 until noon.

The event, which will be held on the Golden BearsÕ home
court in the Neal D. Baisi Athletic Center, will be open for
all boys and girls currently in grades 1-8.

Basketball fundamentals will be taught and demonstrated
by the Tech coaching staff and players.

ÒWe will teach the fundamentals of passing and dribbling,
with a special emphasis on shooting,Ó noted Golden Bear
Head Coach Bob Williams. ÒThe students will also compete
in free throw and hot shot contests. The kids will be able to
practice their fundamentals and interact with our players and
staff.Ó The Tech basketball team will also put on a slam-dunk
show.

Each attendee will receive a ÒSkills To ImproveÓ booklet
and a Tech basketball pocket schedule.

There is no cost for attending the half-day event. Space is
limited. Reservations may be made by calling the WVU Tech
MenÕs Basketball office at 442-3250.

By Jonathan Veazey
This past Saturday, the stage was set for a rematch of last

yearÕs WVIAC Championship game between our Golden
Bears and the West Virginia Wesleyan Bobcats. Not only were
the Bobcats undefeated in conference play, but they also had
one of the most productive passing offenses in the conference.
Recognizing the WesleyanÕs ability to pass the ball, the
Golden Bear secondary stepped up big time, shutting down
the Bobcat passing game. However, the WVIAC Officiating
Staff, didnÕt want to see an upset of the number one team by
a team that had only won two games all season. The Golden
Bears were some how penalized 14 times for 127 yards. The
biggest aspect as far as the referees were concerned was the
calls that they didnÕt make. Including many, and I mean many
holding calls that should have been charged against the
Wesleyan offensive line, as well as numerous pass
interference calls that werenÕt made against the Wesleyan
secondary.

Even with the horrible officiating, the Golden Bears
inability to stop the run up the middle is continuing to haunt
the Golden BearsÕ chances of winning. Down seven to nothing
at halftime the West Virginia Wesleyan Bobcats coach went
to his fullback and son Luke Strubble, who is taking over the
duties for the BobcatsÕ injured leading rusher, Jamaal
Robinson. Strubble single handedly not only got his team
the lead after his second touchdown of the third quarter, he

 Dear Tech Community:
You are cordially invited to attend the 1st Annual WVU

Tech Men's Basketball Court Club Tip-Off Dinner to
be held Tuesday, November 18.  Former Tech basketball
great, Mike Barrett, will be the featured speaker for
the 7:00 pm event to be held in the Tech Center
Ballroom.  Mr. Barrett, originally from Richwood, WV,
now living in Nashville, TN, was a member of the USA's
men's basketball Olympic team that won the gold medal
in the 1968 Mexico City games.

Tickets for the dinner are $20 per person and can be
purchased by calling Tech's Head Basketball Coach,
Bob Williams, at 442-3250.

The Golden Bears open the 2003-04 basketball season
at home in the Baisi Athletic Center on Wednesday,
November 19 at 7:30pm, versus West Liberty St.

Refs and The Inability
To Stop The Run Hurt Tech

also ran in for what would be the winning touchdown in the
fourth quarter.

Despite holding the Bobcats outstanding passing game to
only 104 yards in the entire game, the Golden Bears gave up
over two hundred yards rushing, which would lead to their
downfall. The Golden Bears have been in contention in nearly
every game this season. Having close games with Winston
Salem State, West Virginia State, the number two ranked
Glenville State Pioneers, and now the number one ranked
West Virginia Wesleyan Bobcats. This was however expected
to be a rebuilding year, and the fact that the Bears are coming
so close in all these games just means that next year and the
years to come they will improve. Furthermore, these players
are coming off a coaching change, and every new coach needs
a few years to adjust and recruit his style of players. Next
week, the Golden Bears travel to Concord. ConcordÕs running
back/tight end Kory Wright had 202 yards rushing against
Charleston a few weeks ago, so he will obviously get most
of the attention.

On another note, two weeks ago, Golden Bear Quarterback
Phil Reed and Defensive End Jadae McGuire were named
the WVIAC Offensive and Defensive players of the week
for their performances against West Liberty. McGuire was
also named the D2Football.com National Defensive Player
of the Week for that same performance against West Liberty.

Free
Basketball
•Skills for
Kids ClinicŽ

Set for
November 8 th

D
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Our 2 Cents

Tolerance is an issue that has a valuable
aspect to it, but also has a contradictory side
as well.  First of all, I understand that
tolerance is taught to children as a means to
prevent fighting and violence.  I know this is
a valuable lesson that needs to be taught early,
but I sometimes wonder if we are taught to
tolerate an excessive amount of material in
our lives, when we really should be taking
up for our own side.

When I think about when I was growing
up, I remember several times an adult told
me I just Òhad to tolerateÓ a problem that was
occurring.  As I think about how we deal with
problems and knowing the constant answer
is to tolerate them, I canÕt help but wonder if
we really should just sit back and tolerate
everything that we feel is wrong.  No one
likes to start up arguments and even a lot of
people are afraid to stand up for their beliefs,
but I have grown from being a person of this
caliber to being a more confrontational
person.  Some people would say what good
does confrontation due to help a problem?
Well for me, it helps in getting my point
across and I know longer have the feeling of
toleration, and even sometimes I get a nice
result that I wouldnÕt have gained from sitting
back and dealing with it.  If you are a person
who tolerates a lot of things you feel is wrong,
then maybe you should break out of that
bubble you are living in and say something.
Tolerance is an easy way of getting people to
keep their mouth shut and what fun is that?

and another $300.00 lump sum the forth year.
This averages out to $0.80 and $600.00
dollars within four years. Workers see this as
inappropriate since the top paid workers at
your local Kroger makes just over $13.00 per
hour.

With many issues in the balance, it is up
to the company and union officials to come
to a settlement. With many employees
beginning to sign up for unemployment, the
work stoppage has put a damper on both
partiesÕ wallets. In other states such as
California, Kroger stores operating under
other names and logos have operated their
stores with temporary replacement workers
during strikes. Will it happen here? Although
rumored, it has yet to be seen at this point.

Please take a stand for what you feel is
best. If you wish to learn more about this
situation, you may visit the website of the
United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) at http://www.ufcw.org or by
visiting the Kroger Company website at http:/
/www.kroger.com. A weekly update to this
story will be available in the next edition of
the Tech Collegian as the situation progresses.
Questions or Comments about this article?
Email me at: fkeeney@cp.wvutech.edu

Kroger Strike
keep their music blasting at all hours of
the day. It has been decided to have a
fundraiser to buy these students hearing
aids, since it is apparent that they can only
hear the music when it is so loud that it
echoes outside the dorms.

¥ Thumbs Down for students being charged
$5 for entrance to the boxing match on
Saturday.

¥ Thumbs Down to the new fine going in
effect for students crossing the tracks. Do
we look like we have $117 bucks lying
around??? ItÕs just another way to squeeze
us out of every penny we have earned.

¥ Thumbs Up for the cafeteria bringing back
cookies. They disappeared for a while, to
the disappointment of residents. It was the
most edible thing on the menuÉbut now
they are back and we wonÕt starve any
longer.

¥ Thumbs Up for the speakers working at the
football field again. WE CAN NOW
HEAR!!!

¥ Thumbs Up for the temperature now
stabilizing in the dorms.

¥ Thumbs Down for the swarm of lady bugs
taking over. WhatÕs next?

¥ Thumbs Down to the suicidal students who
choose to run out in front of moving cars
on the front street. One day, one of those
cars isnÕt going to stop! And if they do try
to stop, there may be a multiple car
collision. Play it safe, weÕre not in
kindergarten anymore. But for those of you

Thumbs
Continued from page 2... Continued from page 1...

still stuck in that mind frame: As your
mommies always said, ÒLook both ways
before crossing a busy road.Ó

Summit your Tech Thumbs Up/Downs to
CollegianWV@hotmail.com

The WV Division of Personnel will on
on-campus on Wednesday, October 29,
2003, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in
Davis Hall Auditorium.

The purpose of this visit is to register
and/or test individuals who have
graduated or who will graduate in
December 2003, with the WV Division
of Personnel - an employment agency
for WV State Government.

Individuals who will be testing will be
asked to sit for the entire examination
that morning - 3 hours are alloted,
however, a typical test battery lasts 1 1/
2 to 2 hours. Therefore, admittance into
testing will end at 10:30 a.m.

Candidates can be also rated for job
registers by submitting a completed WV
Application (available at the testing
center, on-line, or through the WVU Tech
Career Services Office), a copy of an
academic transcript, and a resume.

All candidates expecting to be tested/
rated need to bring picture ID and copies
of academic transcripts.

Visit www.state.wv.us/admin/
personnel to obtain a copy of the WV
Application. Other questions can be
answered by contacting Ms. Sherlene
Jones at sjones@gwmail.state.wv.us

Tolerance:
Should We Really

Have to Deal With It?
Another interesting piece of information

is that WebsterÕs dictionary defines tolerance
as to suffer.  Now let me ask you thisÉwho
in their right mind would want to suffer?  Not
me and I would hope that the rest of you
would agree with me.  Suffering is something
no one should have to endure, especially not
at their own free will.  All I can think is you
would have to be pretty screwed up to
voluntarily suffer because you were told to.
Maybe it wouldnÕt be something that causes
physical suffering, but emotional suffering
from tolerance isnÕt exactly the healthiest
approach to life.  An example is why someone
should have tolerated a belief they donÕt
share.  Is it fair for someone of a particular
race, religion, or ethnicity to tolerate beliefs
they donÕt share. If you say yes, then you are
being unethicalÉHuh, a catch 22 I see.

My point of this whole rambling escapade
is to say that tolerance is overused and worn
out.  It does have a positive pointÉkeeping
the human race alive and preventing everyone
from killing one another, but it doesnÕt
provide a good basis for dealing with issues
that are wrong to you.  DonÕt sit back and
tolerate everything that comes your way if
you feel itÕs a problem.  Take a stand for
yourself and let people know that tolerance
isnÕt always the way out.

If you have any questions or comments,
feel free to e-mail me at
jerseywvuit2005@hotmail.com.  Have a
good week!

EMPLOYMENT, ETC.Charlie Davis
still needs students

who are interested in
participating on the

Residence Hall
Judicial Board.

Stop by his office
in Old Main
or call him at

442-3183
if interested.
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Frankie Riffle
Several weeks ago, you may remember

my article about the first meeting of the
Internet committee and dealing with the
poor internet capabilities in the dorms.
Apparently the article made a little trip all
the way up to Morgantown to our dear
ÒmotherÓ school. So now, this Internet
committee and the progress it makes are
going to become somewhat of a common
column until the problem is fixed. But to
all who are in the dorms, take notice for
we have been heard and moves have been
made to rectify the problem. So just to
update everyone on the current status of
everything, I met last Friday at the
computer center with Will McDermott and
Chris Jarrett to talk about what has taken
place since that last article.

First, letÕs start with MorgantownÕs
initial response and reaction to the Internet
problems that those in the dorms have
come to know very well. Apparently, they
were in shock because it was more than
just the Computer Center here at Tech
complaining that there was a problem.
Throughout the past, who knows how long
WVU has maintained their claim that our
dorms were on the exact same settings as
their dorms. Over the past years, they have
had more connections made and their end
continually upgraded. Well, because of the
pressure that is now on Morgantown to
correct this problem, their initial response
is good news for those of us here in the
dorms. It has been known that we were on
some restr ict ions while attached to
Morgantown, which does affect the
Internet speed in the dorms to a point. If
they havenÕt already been put into place
since this article was written, WVU has
planned and promised to lift all restrictions
on those of us here in the dorms. Once that
has happened from our Computer Center
in ELAB they will be watching to see how
the traffic is being handled and what, if
any, speed gain will be seen.

Recently, Charter has been on a
ÒexperimentalÓ basis with the connection in
Hirise. It has also been known that there have
been several problems. It started with it not
functioning properly on the original setup that
it was installed with and later for who knows
what other reasons. Currently, Tech is paying
$250.00 a month for a dedicated 2 Meg
connection that has a tendency to spike as
high as 2.8 Megs. Hirise currently averages
a bandwidth of about 1 Meg with an average
on any given date with at least 50% of the
total amount of users in the dorm.

Now, here is the big plan for everything.

Just remember before I mention this that
patience is a key, but feel free to contact
those who have the ability to speed things
up (hint: President of Tech). Verizon has
been contacted and we are on their list to
be hooked up for a 7 meg connection. This
is not a dedicated 7 megs, meaning the
bandwidth can fluctuate from something
lower than the 7 megs, up to 7.1 megs.
After checking with some other Verizon
customers that have also purchased the 7
meg connection, we have found that they
usually receive the advertised 7 meg
bandwidth (or at least very close) for a
majority of the time. The Computer Center
will not know what our dorms, not having
the same usage as a typical business, will
actually see until it gets hooked up and
given a live test. Also to show that this is
in action, the date of October 23th was
given to me as the date that the connection
was ordered. The initial plan is to connect
only Hirise to the line to see how well it
works and if DSL is the correct path for
what is needed. All we can do is wait for
Verizon to complete the business part of
the deal and proceed to hook us up. The
projected date that Verizon gave was
November 7th as the day the service will
be ready. Of course, I am sure if certain
people in administration would make some
calls, they could make things travel a little
faster. So, tell your local administrator that
you want to see something done.

Towards the end of our discussion, Will
and Chris both gave me ideas of what the
plans were for the dorms, when it came to
internet and network capabilities. Here are
just a few of the ideas that were mentioned
to me. One goal is to have 1 DSL line per
building in the residence hall system.
Ratliff will need all new equipment to be
purchased, installed, and adjusted to make
it 100% ready to go. For those of you using
the wonderful ly worthless Campus
Pipeline for email and whatever else it
provides there will be a new and hopefully
correct version that will soon be put online
and fully operational. In Coed, the A, B,
and C stack will have their own cabinet
and the path set. Currently in those stacks,
there are some problems but some
engineers have been brought in to help
correct it. In Hirise, the 10th floor has 1
active connection per room. The 10th floor
was never indicated as an area that students
would occupy, so as a result, no additional
connections are planned at this time. When
the computer center does need to connect
more than the 1 port per room, they will
just need to purchase another switch which

currently costs around $1,500. Since there
are currently 4 wired ports are in all rooms
on 10th floor, except for 1005 which is the
RAÕs room for that floor.

This past Thursday evening, the network
committee met and reviewed the plan that
was provided by Will. The motion was
made and unanimously passed that this
plan was the best way to solve the
problems with the internet in the dorms.

As I ended my last article, I will end this
one. President LaRoe, you have responded
and I thank you for that. But yet there is a
major problem that is looming in the
background still. There are many more
problems that are happening throughout
campus that are being ignored or the
message is just not reaching the right
people. I donÕt mind writing these articles
because it gives me a chance to get the
message across that we are tired and are
not going to take it anymore. But even
though I donÕt mind writ ing them I
shouldnÕt have to. President LaRoe, come
out of Old Main and get out onto the
campus. Come eat at the BearÕs Den or in
Hirise, but donÕt call ahead because you
need to see what is happening behind the
scenes when some feel you are not
watching. Come to the dorms and see what
we are living in and what we the students
who live here on TechÕs campus are
concerned about. Take a walk down the hill
to Engineering and see what is happening
because of these budget cuts and how we
are affected. What I am trying to say is
simpleÑDonÕt base your ideas totally by
what you are told by those who work
beside you because they are also stuck in
a building all day and never really deal
with those of us in the student body. Keep
coming to the SGA meetings, but not to
tell us about our ranking. Come to listen
about the issues that we are facing as
students of Tech. Then, you will see why
people are leaving. It isnÕt needed to pay a
company to tell us something that you can
see when you get out and talk to students
and faculty.

Any comments or questions email me at
wvu_sucks@yahoo.com. Also if you agree
with the policy that the Internet and network
be solved in the process that was described
above please I encourage you to contact
President LaRoe at klaroe@wvutech.edu or
Vice President, Dr. Galan (Lanny) Janeksela,
at Galan.Janeksela@mail.wvu.edu. May they
hear our voices and find answers for them.
Progress is being made so letÕs not stop now.
We do have power and now is the time for us
to use it.

Becky Beane
WVU Tech has a rich storied history. Some

things have changed through the years, yet
many remain the same. ItÕs interesting to
compare TechÕs enrollment over the past six
years. Remarkably, the male/female ratio
remains mostly the same. Information from
James Fauver, Director of TechÕs Research
and Development Office, reports the total
enrollment in 1998 was 2,508 students. Male
students numbered 1,510 and women 998,
which is a 3 to 2 ratio. Comparably todayÕs
2,473 students reflect the same ratio. Now,
1,449 students are men and 974 are womenÑ
a 3 to 2 ratio. Fauver was a student at WVIT
between fall semester 1984 and spring 1989
(pre-WVU affiliation). He graduated with
two B.S. Degrees in both Computer and
Business Management. When Fauver was
asked how many women were at Tech during
his school years, he replied that it was much
like it is now. He also added that during that
time there were four resident halls. Maclin
Hall, the building with a cannon in the
courtyard, was a MenÕs dormitory. Fauver
also talked of changes that he had seen over
time. He stated, ÒI watched when they started
to build Orndorff.Ó He explained that it used
to be an area comprised of private homes.
He also talked about the faculty apartments,
which were located on the parking lot beside
the library. ÒAs times go by, things change
but some things donÕt.Ó He continued,
ÒPeople complained about the cafeteria when
I was here, too.Ó However he commented,
ÓCompared to the choices I had, it is better
now.Ó Faculty retention was also an issue Mr.
Fauver mentioned. He added,

ÒAnne Repaire taught my orientation.Ó He
went to include Angelia Russell, Lucia
Oxendale, Dr. Stephen Brown, Connie Fox,
Barbara Crist, Bob Simile, and Dr Frederick
Meyer and a number of others. Fauver
appreciates working with these colleagues at
Tech and ended the interview with, ÓWhen I
had the chance to work here, I jumped at it.Ó

Our Voices
Are Heard

Director of
Tech•s

Research
Explains
Changes

B
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I love Halloween. Free candy, horror movies, ghost
stories, amateur theatrics - if you flash them around on
any other night of the year, you could get arrested for
corruption of youth. Fortunately for me, though, thereÕs
one nightÕs reprieve from the rest of the yearÕs propriety.
Unfortunately, though, I have trouble finding a good
costume within my price range, i.e., the lower end of flat
broke. I am, however, creative and imaginative (regardless
of what you may have heard to the contrary), and am
usually able to think of something suitably crazy to wear
for Halloween, whether or not I could afford napkins at
McDonaldÕs. If you, like myself, would have to take out
a loan to buy a handful of Chiclets, I offer you the
following suggestions of Halloween costumes that you
can make for yourself using only this newspaper!

For instance, you could fold the newspaper into a pirate
hat and go trick-or-treating as the scourge of the seven
seas! Arrr, me hardies! Granted, most people are familiar
with this disguise and may not honor your demands for
candy, but thatÕs why pirates carry swords, me buckos!
Assuming that you can roll the remaining newspaper up
to form a little sword, this makes an excellent costume
for the impoverished student.

Or you could fold the newspaper around your head,
poke eyeholes in the appropriate places (ask a parent to
help out with the scissors, kiddies!), and step out as an
issue of ÒThe Collegian!Ó If youÕre feeling especially
festive, you could wrap your entire body in issues of ÒThe

WVUIT Nursing Department and Montgomery General
Hospital are conducting flu vaccine clinics on campus
on the following Tuesdays on these dates:
   November 4
   November 11
They will be held from 1-4 p.m. in the Tech Ballroom;
cost is $15, cash or check.

The Poor Student•s
Guide to Halloween

Out of My Head:

Collegian.Ó If this is the case, you may want to fold one
issue into a cute bow and go as a Christmas present!

Or you could try this: fold the newspaper up. Tuck the
folded newspaper in the back of your pants, and hide it
under your shirt. Congratulations, you are now a
newspaper smuggler! This costume is very effective if
you are going to a costume party across state lines.

If these donÕt suit you, you can strip to the buff, and wear
the newspaper as a belt. Be sure to do this with plenty of
time to spare, because if you did this correctly, you will get
arrested. At this point, escape from the holding cell (ask a
parent to help out with the getaway vehicle, kiddies!), and
go as an escaped convict! I donÕt need to tell you that this is
a very realistic disguise; the last time I tried it, I fooled all
sorts of police officers into thinking I actually was one.

Of course, IÕd be remiss if I didnÕt mention my
previously top-secret costume plan: soak the newspaper
in tea or coffee. Allow the ink to smudge. Now, let the
newspaper dry in the sun or the oven (keep it on low heat,
if you donÕt want to burn down the neighborhood). The
newspaper should now be unrecognizable. Take it to an
antiques dealer and tell the part-time high school student
working behind the counter that itÕs the lost pages of the
Magna Carta. Make sure that you get at least ten million
dollars, although you should ideally hold out for a billion.
At this point, youÕll be filthy stinking rich. Buy yourself
a nice costume; youÕve earned it.

Until next time, enjoy that candy.

+ + L E R N E S T C H A F I N E + A M +
+ + L N + M + + + + + + + + C + N + A +
O + E + N + A + + + + + + I + D + + T +
T + W + + Y + T + + + + T + R + + + T +
T + E E + + L + T + + S + E + + + + H +
O + N N + + + F + H U + R + + + + + E +
E + E Y + + N + I J E O + E + + + + W +
V + I A + + + A E C G W L + + + + + R +
A + S P + + + I R E A I H + + + + + I +
N + S E + + L + R H Z R + O + + + + C +
S + A V + U + S + A C + T + R + + + H +
I + C A J + + + B + + O + + + N + + M +
I + + D + + + E + + + + C + + + + + O +
+ + + + + T T I R R E M N E R U A L N +
+ + + + + H + + + + + + + + L + + + D +
+ + + + D + S N I K N E J G U O D + + +
+ + + O + + + + + + + + + + + + C + + +
+ + N + + + + + + + + + + + + + + I + +
+ E + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N +
R + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
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Kaci Foster
As some students probably remember, I

wrote an ode to the great horror flicks of my
childhood a few weeks ago. Since my favorite
holiday has arrived, IÕve decided to do
something that was quite common for the
eraÑa sequel. I hope you enjoy!

Halloween night on the Bravo channel, one
of my favorite (yeah, I have tons) movies will
be on. So, if you donÕt already own the
DVDÑwatch it! ItÕs 1992Õs Bram StokerÕs
Dracula. Even though itÕs not an 80Õs film,
itÕs a must-see. ItÕs got an all-star cast of Gary
Oldman (Immortal Beloved, The Scarlet
Letter, The Fifth Element), Winona Rider (her
best gig was Heathers, playing opposite of
Christian Slater), Anthony Hopkins (Silence
of the Lambs, The Edge), Cary Elwes (The
Princess Bride, Kiss the Girls), and Keanu
Reeves (Bill and TedÕs Excellent Adventure,
Point Break, The DevilÕs Advocate). Gary
stars as Dracula and Winona is Mina, his lost-
love reincarnated.

In the movie, GaryÕs love commits suicide
by falling to her demise. She had been
presented with the false news of her
husbandÕs death. In turn, he finds Winona
dead and forsakes God. He becomes Dracula.
Well, everyone knows who Dracula is.

Forward many years down the road and
Keanu is engaged to a woman with a striking
resemblance to DraculaÕs wife. The movie
really isnÕt as wishy-washy as it may sound.
ItÕs the type of movie that you can watch over
and overÑwhich I do.

The cast is great and the flick really
captures your interest. Dracula can become
a wolf or transform into a multitude of rats.
IÕd say that itÕs GaryÕs best role ever.

Piranha is next on the agenda. This is a
1978 film by Joe Dante. The DVD is
excellent. It has a lot of special features
including never before seen footage and
bloopers. Also, thereÕs a bonus booklet that
tells you about the promotion of the movie.
Among things listed are: 1. How to make
piranha cocktails. 2. The piranha dance craze.
3. The piranha eating contests, in which gold
fish are used as substitutes.

I first saw this movie when I was six
years old. I was mesmerized. I liked the
movie so much that I drew a picture of one
of the scenes in my 1st grade art class. I
remember asking my teacher how to spell
ÒpiranhaÓ. Oddly enough, no one at the
elementary school reacted when they saw
a little girl drawing a picture of killer fish
eating people a river. I had that picture for
years, but then my mom threw it away
when I went to college.

The story is about mutated piranhas that
were part of a military experiment. When two
teens come up missing, two nosey people
come and drain the pool the piranhas are in.
So, the piranhas are loose in the water systems
and hungry for some human flesh. If you like
gore, go for this movie. One fisherman gets

Muhammad Faysal Islam
A solar blast hit the earthÕs atmosphere last

Friday afternoon at 3:00 pm eastern time.
These kinds of blasts contain a storm of
electromagnetic waves, which starts from the
surface of the sun and spreads around.
According to space scientists, the sun
frequently has wave storms on its surface and
the electromagnetic waves radiates in
different directions. It is a very rare case that
one of them comes towards the earth. Of
course, a very small amount of the
electromagnetic wave that generates on the
surface of the sun actually hits the earth. Even
if the earth was to be hit by 1% of the actual
blast (Coronal mass Ejection or CME), every
form of life would be destroyed from this
planet.

According to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
because of the storms of the X-rays, there
could have been a possible radio blackout.
High altitude satellite communication was
effected by the blast. Some airline and
satellite telephone users in Himalayan range
experienced interruptions in their
communication system. There were
possibilities of power blackouts and cell
phone communication interferences, but that
did not occur according to National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.

In a similar incident in 2000, a solar
blast brief ly created steering and
controlling problems for several orbiting
spacecrafts. Also in 1989, one blast caused
a blackout in the main electr ical
transmission system in Quebec, Canada,
victimizing millions into darkness for
several hours, which cost billions of
dollars. This yearÕs solar blast was nothing
serious compared to others.

Source: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(www.noaa.gov) and CNN (www.cnn.com)

Send email to faysalislam@msn.com for
questions and comments.

Stephen Lanham
This past Saturday, many Tech students sat

for the Fundamentals of Engineering Exam
given at the Charleston Civic Center. This test
began at approximately 8:00 am and lasted
until 5:00 pm, with many students only
getting about a half an hour for lunch. Other
students, who finished part one early,
received as much as an hour and a half. In
the evening session, students were allowed
to leave when they finished and the first
student finished around 2:30 pm.

Why did students put themselves through
such a rough time? First of all, itÕs the first
test that an engineering student must pass on
their road to becoming a licensed professional
engineer (PE). Upon successful completion
of this exam and graduation, the student
becomes an Engineer-in-Training. Then,
during a four year span, the EIT must work
under a licensed PE with increasing
Òresponsible charge.Ó Then, the EIT must
complete an even more difficult exam (the
PE exam) to become a licensed professional
engineer. A second reason many students put
themselves through it this semester was as a
good practice for next time. No matter how
many review manuals are bought, and how
many review sessions are attended, there is
no good way to know whatÕs on the test
without taking it.

So, why is becoming a PE so important?
One reason is to be able to call yourself an

his legs gnawed off and crawls awayÉonly
to bleed to death. The climax would be when
the piranhas make it to a childrenÕs summer
camp, where the nosey manÕs daughter is
participating.

There was a sequel to this movie, but it
was pretty lame. ItÕs also available on DVD.
In part two, the fish can fly. IÕll probably get
it sometime down the road, just because IÕm
a sucker.

The next year, a classic came out. It was
Phantasm, by Don Coscarelli. This was
another movie that led to sequels. It stars a
strange 13 year-old boy named Mike. This
boy has a weird problem of following his
brother everywhere. Maybe it was normal
during those times, but I really figure that a
teenage boy would have better things to do.

The movie centers on a mausoleum and
itÕs creepy undertaker. For some reason, the
only name given to him is Tall Man. Tall Man
isnÕt what he appears to be. Actually, he is
taking peopleÕs corpses, turning them into
mini-mes, and sending them to a far-off place.
Okay, thatÕs my version. I always make things
sound simpler than they really are.

The only problem that I have with the
movie is that it has a weird ending. The
brother actually died in an accident. It was
all a bad dream. But as Mike packs his bags
to travel with a family friend, Tall Man
appears and takes him away.

Going back to the idea of killer animals is
1972Õs Frogs. Sam Elliott (Mask, Tombstone,
The Quick and the Dead) is one of the stars
of this flick. No only are there murderous
frogs, but killer alligators and vicious snakes.
A lot of the cast meets grisly fates.

The movie is about an old, rich guy whose
family all share birthdays around the same
time. Every year, they have a birthday bash
on his plantation. He despises all reptiles,
bugs, and amphibians and kills them when
he can. However this year, the creatures get
their revenge.

George A. Romero, who directed Dawn of
the Dead (another must-see), and Stephen
King collaborated to make the next film that
IÕll mentionÑ1982Õs Creepshow. Yes, there
was a sequel. This movie has five short tales.
The one that I thought was the scariest was
ÒThe CrateÓ. A bloodthirsty monkey-monster
has been locked away underneath the stairs
of a school for 100 years.

Adrienne Barbeau (The Fog, Cannonball
Run) stars as the drunken, mean wife of a
professor, played by Hal Holbrook. When he
finds out about the beast through a frightened
friend, he plans her demise.

The other stories have an all-star cast with
Leslie Nielson, Ted Danson, and even
Stephen King, who plays the part of a simple
minded man who encounters a meteor.

ThatÕs all the space that I have for my
Halloween special. ItÕs time to curl up and
watch another horror flick. I hope everyone
has a great Halloween.

An Ode to Horror Flicks:
Part Two

(Halloween Special)

engineer, you must be a PE. Most
importantly, any work done in the public
domain MUST be signed off by a licensed
engineer (a PE). Also as a professional
engineer, one is required (in WV) to obtain
fifteen professional development hours a
year. These PDHÕs can be obtained from
conferences, classes, etc. These are in place
to keep a PE up-to-date with technological
advancements.

So, now to the exam. Many students
complain about a comprehensive final in a
class, but I tell you, this was a Comprehensive
Final. This test had a little bit of everything:
material from Algebra throughout math
classes to basic principles in all of the fields
of engineering. It tied some of the very basic
concepts (the equation of a line), to some of
the most difficult concepts in each of the
respective disciplines.

The test began with a four-hour morning
session. Many students arrived to be shocked
at the strictness with which they were faced
upon arrival. While checking in, students
were informed that nothing could be taken
to their seat with them, except a calculator
and a drink. Any hats, bags, purses, etc. had
to be placed on a table and could be obtained
when each section of the test was complete.
Students were not even allowed to use their
own pencils. In this four-hour morning
session, there were 120 questions. These 120

Solar Blast Hits The Earth

THE FE Exam-
A Rough Experience

Continued on page 12
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Are you up for a treasure hunt in
the underworld? IÕm not talking about trolling for spiritual
wisdom while watching ÒThe Sopranos.Ó Nor do I mean
seeking out dating tips in Hollywood horror films. No,
Aries, IÕm urging you to go scare up some riches in the
soulÕs natural habitat, which is also known as eternity, the
collective unconscious, and the fourth dimension.
Shamans, meditators, vision questers, and ordinary people
at crossroads in their lives slip into this altered state to
explore the underpinnings of the material world. The big-
picture insights they snag in the dark depths can dissolve
problems virtually overnight when they return to normal
waking awareness. Are you interested in finding out whatÕs
beneath the tip of the iceberg? Halloween costume
suggestion: the other you.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) A couple I know got married one
Halloween at the Edge of Hell Haunted House. Their
motivations werenÕt profound; they just thought it would
be fun to tie the knot while disguised as ghouls and
surrounded by vampires, gargoyles, and dragons. IÕd like
to take their idea a step further, Taurus, and offer it up to
you. ItÕs based on my perception that every relationship
born from the fires of attraction will from time to time
have to deal with each partnerÕs smoky madness. ThereÕs
no use trying to hide from this truth; in fact, your intimacy
will be far healthier if you account for it upfront. In this
spirit, I propose that you and your closest ally dress up as
your inner monsters this Halloween, perform a bonding
ceremony, and go everywhere handcuffed together.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) HereÕs a list of the raw materials
that could soon prove surprisingly valuable: glop, slop,
slush, scum, slime, muck, bilge, grime, and scuzz. Believe
it or not, Gemini, stuff like this is likely to contain hidden
gems. I hope you can overcome any squeamishness you
might have about diving in head first and rooting around
for the buried bounty. Halloween costume suggestions:
toxic waste disposal engineer, sexy maid or suave garbage
man, wizard or priestess working undercover as a janitor.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Would you consider being a
cowboy, pirate, or biker this Halloween, Cancerian? maybe
a traveling circus performer or wandering medieval
minstrel? A half-animal, half-human hybrid wouldnÕt be
bad either, like the goat god Pan or an Aztec bird-goddess.
The important thing is that you push yourself way beyond
the edge of what you usually imagine yourself to be. ItÕll
provide an outlet for the restlessness that subtly undermines
your domestic stability during the non-Halloween times
of the year. ItÕll compel you to molt the defense
mechanisms that are holding back your scheduled
expansion.

Leo (July 23-August 22) The museum tour guide was
discoursing on the habits of the ancient Romans. ÒTheir
dayÕs work was customarily finished by noon,Ó she said.
ÒThe rest of the day was spent in pleasure or
amusement. More than half the days of the year were
holidays.Ó As I took in this rosy vision, Leo, my
thoughts turned to you. Though you couldnÕt possibly
live like the Romans all the time (could you?), it really
would be best to do so right now. Do you have the guts
to give yourself that much leisure and spaciousness?
Can you summon the chutzpah to rebel against the daily
grind so as to honor the rhythms of your body?
Halloween costume suggestions: silk pajamas, chic
hobo rags worn with a supermodel attitude, elegant
underwear on which youÕve safety-pinned candy bars.

Virgo (August 23-September 22) I figure youÕve served
enough time as a scapegoat to last you forever. YouÕve
shouldered the blame and accepted the responsibility far
more than your fair share. Therefore, dear Virgo, in
accordance with the laws of karma and by decree of the
cosmic enforcers of balance, you are hereby authorized to
be a prince or princess this Halloween. YouÕre further
entitled to corral a volunteer to dress up as your
ÒPrŸgelknaben.Ó In old Germany, this was a companion
who served as a stand-in scapegoat, getting spanked every
time the prince or princess misbehaved.

Libra (September 23-October 22) During the current
economic downswing, many macho financiers have sought
psychological counseling. As Alessandra Stanley reported
in the New York Times: ÒNow that the bubble has burst,
investors are not seeking the courage to be poor. Patients
want their heads examined to regain their wealth.Ó I hesitate
to advise you to jump on a trendy bandwagon, Libra, but
it happens to be a favorable time to heal your inner
greedhead. You should dig deep to dissolve your
unconscious barriers to attracting greater abundance. In
fact, hiring an expert who specializes in this stuff wouldnÕt
be crazy. Halloween costume suggestions: a banker
carrying a stuffed animal; a mental patient flashing rolls
of bills; Sigmund Freud with a piggy bank half-stuffed
down your pants.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) ÒSo many poets have
the courage to look into the abyss,Ó wrote Kenneth Koch
in describing Nobel Prize-winning poet Saint-John Perse.
ÒBut Perse had the courage to look into happiness.Ó ItÕs a
radical departure from what traditional astrologers say
about you Scorpios, but IÕd like to name Perse your patron
saint for November. More than ever before, you now
possess the capacity to set aside your fascination with
darkness and gaze smartly into the complex depths of

sweetness and light. Halloween costume suggestions: angel
carrying a clipboard, cheery clown wearing a stethoscope
and white doctorÕs coat, a bride with a blow-up doll of the
Dalai Lama.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) The bad news is
that youÕre racing down that famous road to hell Ñ you
know, the one paved with good intentions. The good news
is that not too far ahead thereÕs a bumpy patch thatÕll slow
you down. Even better news: After that there are several
speed traps; if you try to resume barreling along, youÕll be
pulled over well before you reach the Unpromised Land.
With any luck, youÕll be taken into protective custody and
then totally lose interest in reaching the wrong destination.
Halloween costume suggestion: a model prisoner, reformed
criminal, or sober alcoholic.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19) There is Òa time to
be born, and a time to die,Ó it continues, Òa time to get,
and a time to lose; a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time
to keep silence, and a time to speak.Ó For the purpose of
your horoscope, though, the most important polarity
mentioned is this: Òa time to plant, and a time to pluck up
that which is planted.Ó For I say unto you, Capricorn, that
it is time to pluck up that which was planted many months
ago. Halloween costume suggestion: not a grim reaper,
but a happy, grateful, satisfied one.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18) Frankly, Aquarius,
you are a God. When I assure you that you have
unimaginable power to actualize the life you want, IÕm
not suggesting you can instantly claim all of that power;
once you get started, itÕll take a while. Finally, my dear, in
advising you to act as if you own the earth, I hope youÕll
be sensitive to the needs of your six billion co-owners.
Halloween costume suggestion: Zeus, Isis, Shakti, Inanna,
Shiva, Kwan Yin.

Pisces (February 19-March 20) The veil is thin between
your conscious ego and those mysterious other
identities in you that work beneath the surface. Down
there in the unconscious realm, theyÕre in continuous
interplay, sometimes struggling with each other and
other times cooperating like a well-oiled team. Who or
what are they? Are they autonomous entities or aspects
of your own psyche? Are they spirit guides, your
ancestors, the different self-images youÕve had in the
course of your life, the characters you were in your
past lives, or your future memories? Maybe all of the
above. I encourage you to be in close touch with them
in the coming days. They have nourishing revelations
to give you. Halloween costume suggestion: the
ancestor who fascinates you most.

From www.freewillastology.com

Halloween Horrorscopes

questions were divided (almost evenly) into Òbasic principleÓ
questions in the areas of chemistry, statics, dynamics,
mechanics of materials, fluid mechanics, thermodynamics,
materials science, engineering economics, circuits, and ethics
questions. To assist the student with the test, each received
an equation/formula book. This book contained over 150
pages of formulas. The problem was the book is very un-
organized and difficult for students to use. Contained in the
middle of this book are two pages listing part of the NCEES
Code of Ethics for professional engineers.

After the short lunch session, students again had to report
to the test site and part with all belongings to begin part two
of the exam. Part 2 is a more in depth look at ones respective

major. Or, if one would prefer, they can opt to take a
generalized version instead. A friend of mine had taken the
Generalized Exam last spring and gave me the
recommendation to definitely take the Mechanical Section.
This testing session began promptly at one oÕclock. Once I
opened the test booklet I knew IÕd be in for a long afternoon.
This test looked nearly impossible. The mechanical
engineering section contained problems from statics,
dynamics, mechanics of materials, vibrations,
thermodynamics, heat & mass transfer, and several other
mechanical engineering courses. Since these problems were
much more in-depth, there were only 60 questions in this
part of the exam. On my first pass through the exam, I was
able to work about 15 or so of the problems immediately.

After struggling for a couple more hours, I was able to
legitimately answer about 2/3 of the questions in all. The
other third were simple guesses. Many of the formulas needed
for this portion of the exam were NOT in the provided formula
book. After sitting there for another half hour or so, I decided
not to waste any more time thinking about something I didnÕt
know; I turned my test in at approximately 3:00.

My advice to the group taking it next timeÑattend the
review sessions. Buy the study manuals. Do something! I
tried taking this test blind and itÕs not one of the better
decisions I have made so far in college. Even after tutoring
many of these classes every semester, I was not prepared for
this exam. Study hard and good luck to the group of
individuals who get to spend a Saturday this spring putting
themselves through one of the roughest tests they will ever
take in their lives.

The FE Exam...
Continued from page 11...


